
Midsummer is sweet at senior center
The Colorado Springs Senior Center re-cre-

ates a perfect midsummer evening on July 18 
for a special evening dance, Midsummer Night’s 
Dream, from 7 to 9 p.m. at the center, 1514 N. 
Hancock Ave. 

Tickets, available at the front desk, are $3 
per person or $5 per couple. The dance is spon-
sored by Sunrise Assisted Living.

Also this month, the senior center will pres-
ent singer Marla Jones performing popular 
tunes from the great American songbook at the 
annual ice cream social from 1:30 to 3 p.m. July 
11. The event is sponsored by Colonial Col-
umns.

The center will be closed on Friday, July 4.

Colorado takes part in Medicare demo
Colorado is one of four states participating 

in a demonstration program for hospitals to test 
a bundled system of payment for physician and 
hospital services for certain episodes of care. A 
bundled payment is a single payment for Part A 
and Part B Medicare services furnished during 
an inpatient stay. Currently, hospitals and physi-
cians are paid separately.

The program will bring patients and health 
care providers together in a cooperative effort 
to improve the quality of care delivered through 
Medicare. It will use a global payment to both 
types of providers with the goal of providing bet-
ter quality and more efficient care. The demon-
stration also will test the effect that transparent 
price and quality information has on choices by 
beneficiaries and referrals by providers.

The sets of procedures included in the dem-
onstration are 28 cardiac and nine orthopedic 
inpatient surgical services.

Only one demonstration site will be chosen 
per market area during the first year of the dem-
onstration. The Centers for Medicare & Medic-
aid Services will select and actively market the 
sites to beneficiaries and referring physicians. 
Demonstration sites will be designated Value-
Based Care Centers. Texas, Oklahoma and 
New Mexico also are participating in the dem-
onstration.

Save Tuesday nights for history
Learn about local history Tuesday Nights in 

July at the Old Colorado City History Center, 
July 8, 15, 22 and 29.

The history center is hosting a series of 
events at 7 p.m. at the center, 1 S. 24th St., Col-
orado Springs. Here’s the roster:

July 8: Art and the New Deal in El Paso 
County with Pat Musick

July 15: A Colorado History Sampler with 
Phil McDonald

July 22: Down the Santa Fe Trail to Colora-
do and Beyond with Mary Humphreys

July 29: New Year’s Eve on the Top of Pikes 
Peak, an 85-year Tradition, with AdAmAn mem-
bers Don Sanborn and Don Kallous, including a 
photo exhibit.

All events are free.

July 2008Vol. 18 No. 7

Take a mini-vacation  
to Cañon City.  See page 5

Visit us on the web: www.lifeafter50online.com

St. Francis to offer full-service 
care to northeast Springs
Physicians call it the Golden Hour. For 

patients who have suffered a heart attack or 
stroke or have been severely injured, it’s the 

most critical 60 minutes of their lives.
Within the Golden Hour, these patients must get 

to a hospital where they can receive the treatment 
they need. For patients who live in northern and 
eastern El Paso County, it can take 30 minutes or 
more to get them to a full-service hospital equipped 
to treat them.

When St. Francis Health Center opens in August 
at 6001 E. Woodmen Rd., these patients will have an 

alternative to a long trip to central Colorado Springs.
When fully operational, St. Francis Medical 

Center will be a full-service hospital that is able to 
treat nearly all patients. The new center’s emergency 
department, critical care unit and cardiac catheter-
ization lab will be fully equipped to deliver 
comprehensive care to trauma and heart attack 
victims. Only those who require specialized 
treatment such as neurosurgery or multi-system 
trauma care will need to be transferred to Penrose 

See hospital, page 4

Cañon City’s early residents were 
aware of the potential that existed 
in the scenic wonder they called 
the Grand Canyon of the Arkansas. 
Take a mini-vacation to Cañon City 
and see what the more than a half 
million visitors to the area each 
year find to do. See story, page 5.




